INTRODUCTION
In cleft surgery, there has been significant progress in repair technique. However, the surgical site environment has not kept up with this technical progress. This gap between technique and the environment has a significant impact on efficiency. A suturing environment with the Dingman mouth gag can be obstructive and inconvenient. Many cleft surgeons have had no choice but to work with this inconvenience.
IDEA
We introduced a simple but effective drape method for cleft palate surgery. The concept is quite simple. Patients were draped in the usual manner. When the flap dissection was over and the repair
Application of Hand Towel Drape over Dingman Mouth Gag
In cleft palate surgery, the environment is especially critical when suturing. Encum-bered, obstructive space in the environment can hinder a suture while using the Dingman mouth gag. We introduced a novel but simple draping technique. A simple hand towel is placed over the gag. A hole is cut out in the middle according to each patient's mouth. After making the hole, the hand towel is soaked in water and gently squeezed. Then the towel is properly placed over the Dingman mouth gag. Dripping water on the hand towel during the suture helps keep it in place. Using this draping technique, we cut 14 minutes of operation time compared to the average operation time of the past 2 years. There were several disadvantages in previous draping method. First, long suture material may easily get caught. Second, the operation field can easily be contaminated. Third, focusing on the operation becomes difficult due to the obstruction. This draping technique can compensate for the disadvantages of the previous Dingman mouth gag. remained to be done, a soaked disposable hand towel was placed over the Dingman mouth gag site. A hole matching the mouth was made on the towel. After making the hole, it was dipped in water again and gently wrung. The hole was placed over the mouth and water was dripped onto the towel surrounding the hole. During suture, this wetting helped keep the towel in place (Figs. 1, 2 ).
Keywords
We applied this draping technique over the Dingman mouth Cleft palate surgery is a sophisticated operation. It requires the keen ability of a surgeon to focus on the operation. This simple draping compensates for the many disadvantages of this encumbered space. We evaluated the operation time only, but expect that results can also be improved. 
